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stages of its history lay in promiscuous marriages.
This situation and other attendant evils the govern-
ment endeavored to remedy by instituting alimony.
Here, as in other things, the women were affected
by their new status of equality with men. In case
the woman had work and her husband had none,
she was required to give up one-third of her wages
to help support him, just as the husband was re-
quired to support his divorced wife if the conditions
were reversed; and in case the woman was receiving
alimony she was still not freed from the necessity
of working if work was obtainable, since a third of
a Russian workman's wages was sufficient only to
buy a small fraction of the amount of food neces-
sary for sustenance. Hence in order to eat and have
a place to sleep it was necessary for women to do
the same kinds of work that men did. Naturally, the
alimony system, like any other, was open to abuse,
and it soon became one of the stock materials of
comedy in Russia. Cases were common in which
women tried to collect as many as six separate ali-
mony allotments by marrying and divorcing six
men in different places.

Alimony was always payable for only one year,
but in addition both the parents were responsible